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From Little Britain, December 14. 


T is the beft Character that 


de dng n, to fay a Perfon 
Converfation | an my Vi 
Rae alg. wer s mie 
¢ Moniter, and that this goo 
rarely Ne ppened 
vhe J have otherwile {o thi ung ga R 


either the dak: or 


he Ad irefles Hon mer 2 ade 


prick nt in his 








Idea of a Perfon fecure from every 
evil Tongue, and placed the Exam- 
ple among the Sentences of one of 
the feven Wife Mafters of Greece, 
That 4 chafle Woman frights away Ca- 
lumny, This run us into a long Field 
of Difcourfe. A Gentleman in the 
Company propofed two Queftions ; 
one was, What is the nobleft Portion 
ofa Woman? It was anfwered, a 
Chafte Life. The other was, What 
\WWoman is chafte ? The Reply was, 
fhe whom Fame dare not flander. 
Thefe Rules, I faid, were a little fe- 
vere; for they cenfure all Women 
thar have been ¢ Xp fed to the Bi ings 
of Obloguy ; and it is certain tha 
there are vertuous Women, who 
have not been able to avoid them, 
However.] told them this Argument 
could not ferve as a general Rule 
vithout Exception ; bur commonly 
t isthe S Sign of a ve ry wife Conde Ek 
both as to the imfide and the outlide . 
to 
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to enjoy the Reputation of a chafte 
Woman without any Oppolition or 
Contradi€tion.One faid he hadheard 
a Story, that an Orator pleaded tora 
Husband, who accufid his Wife of 
Adultery, becaufe a rich Foreign 
Merchant had made her his Heir, 
and gave as the Reafon of it, his net 
being able to debauch her. The 
Advocate drew from thence one of 
his Arguments ; he maintain’d that 
a Woman became jullly fufpected, 
when once her Honour was attem- 
pted ; for if the was very chafte her 
Refufal might be read in her Face, 
and her outward Bebaviour would 
baffle the Hopes of a Gallant, and 
cifcourage him from difcovering his 
Paffion. She would refufe him ar 
leaft with fo much Severity, that he 
would never be fo bold asto make a 
fecond Attempt ; if fhe was nor a- 
fraid ro be thought capable of the 
Fault, fhe would not fear to commit. 
Another of the Company anfwercd 
and faid, fhe thought thefe Maxims 
of the Orator were too rigid, and 
we fhould frequently be very unjuft, 
if we fhou!d dire& our Judgment by 
them. A fprightly Youth, who had 
fate filent all the time, faid, that the 
Morality of fome Heathens was fo 
auftere, that they would not have a 
Woman to give Matter cither for 
Praife or Reproach ; they would 
have her true Merit to confilt, in that 
fhe fhould net be talk’d of, and thar 
no body fhould fpeak well or ill of 
her. 1 told him Plutarch miflik’d this 
DeStrine. Iam not of Thucydides’s 
Opinion (fays he} concerning the 
Vertue of Women ; becau& he ree- 
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kons her the moft vertuous and the 
belt, who is the lealt fpoken of, whe- 
ther well or ill; imagining that the 
Name of a Woman of Honour oughe 
to be confin’d as much as her Body, 
and never go abroad. I think Ger- 
gius was more reafonable, who would 
have the Fame, and not the Face of 
a Woman to be publickly known ; 
and in my Opinion, the Law or Cu- 
ftorn of the Romans was very good, 
which ordered, that Women as well 
as Men, after their Death, fhould be 
publickly honoured at their Fune- 
rals with the Praifes they deferved. 
Patiing thus from one Argument to 
another, at laft a young Philofopher 
rofe up, He faid that a Woman clean 
and tree from Sufpicion, and fecure 
again{t evi! Fame, was an admirable 
Proof of Vertue and Prudence. I 
told him he fpoke well, but it muft 
not be from thence concluded, that 
every Woman who has not that good 
Fortune, and is ill fpoken of, is at 
leaft guilty of Imprudence. It may 
be true, that a Woman has 2 regular 
Conduét, and yet becaufe fhe has for 


fame good Reafons put off her Wait-" 


ing- Woman, her Chamber. Maid. &c. 
fcandalous Stories fhall be quickly 
forged. The difgraced Creature be- 
ing malicious and reveng:ful, will 
apply to her Miftrefs’s Enemies, and 
give them my ftcrious Infinuations as 
the Spirit of Slander fhall fuggeft 
Thefe Lics fhali be heightned, whif- 
per’d abour, Hourifh’d and enlarg’d 
on: Nay,they fhail be printed: and 
thus a Perfon really innocent fhall 
not have the Reputation of being fo; 
fo true it is, that the Appearance is 
fome- 
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fometimes more difhcult to obtain, 
than the Reality. This depends up- 
on our felves, the other on many 
Caufes that are not at out difpotal. 
The Converfation broke up with 
much Satisfaction tothe whole Com- 
pany, except an old crofs-grain'd 
Blade who can never fit cafy when 
he hears Women {poke of ; bur if 
any brings ina Difcourfe either for 
or againitthe Men, he liftens with 
great Attention, and none 1s better 
pleafcd than himfelf. 





From Little Tower-Hill, December 1 5. 


Here’s fcarce any knowsthe Pains 

Itaketo ferve the Publick. and 
as few conlider how to reward me 
for it; but that would not perplex 
me, if | faw People reftrained from 
going on in their own ways. There 
are none who difturb me fo much as 
the grave Matrons of this Town, 
who are (I believe) the nicelt Wo- 
men inthe World; yet the Art of 
managing Families with a due Dif- 
cipline 1s whoily neglected by them, 
and I dare venture to fay, .were the 
Heathen Women to come among us 
and fee how Children and Servants 
are encouraged in Pride and Vanity 
They would rather think thofe Ma- 
trons Infants. and wanted to be ma- 
naged themfelves; even when they 
are upon Marters of fuch a Concern 
ment, as one would believe it were 
impoilible to think of without Pity. 
lown there are Exceptions to this 
general Obfervation, and that rhe 


Lady whom I vilited this Day is an 
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excellent Governefsof young People. 
She has-fo much regard to thofe un- 
der her Care, that fhe commits to 
her Memory what fhe isto fay to 
them, and has fo foft and graceful a 
Behaviour thee it atrracts their At- 
tention. She has a peculiar Force in 
her Words, and they of her Family 
who are not intelligent Practitioners 
by reafon of Ignorance or tender 
Years. her Management is an Expla- 
nation as well as an Example of Ver- 
tue tothem. This Art of hers is 
ud with the moft exact and fweet- 
elt Behaviour, fhe never raifes rhe 
Pailions of her Sons and Daughters 
when fhe reproves, till fhe under- 
ftands the Temper they arein. All 
the Objections which we can form 
are laid open and difpers’d like Jew- 
els ina Diadem, before fhe ufes the 
leaft Severity ; but when fhe thinks 
fhe has gained their Thoughts, fhe 
foon caprivates their Affeétions, and 
never pretends to fhew the Love of 
an indu'genr Parent, till fhe has con- 
vine dthem how thofe pecoliar Fa- 
voursoughtto be beftowed,andwhen. 
Were Women thus careful to carry 
themfelves in their proper Stations, 
and fhow but half of the Conduct 
here fpoke of, Ignorance and Pro- 
phanenefs would dwell no more in 
the Minds of Youth. There is Lec- 
nora my Kinfwoman underflands a 
great deal better than fhe practifes, 
and can manage People as well as 
any grave Dame whatever ; buc fhe 
knows very well, that ro baw! out a- 
bundance of ill Names is the only 
way to frighten her Attendants 
When fhe fees her Sifters comein, 
© 

































fhe can g 1a good Hi mec, this 
ftards 
bore; and that is 
as great a kogue of a Servant ascan 
be entertain’d in a civiliz’'d Houle 


is 8) { "ndat fll Ba 
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ain? 


This force of Aion mix'd with the 
Words, Faith, Salvation, and, By my 
Soul, goes off fora pompous Siile, 
and (as fhe thinks, gives a Beauty to 
her Perfon. 





From Spring-Garden, December 16. 


See the World changes very often, 
and [ mutt of Necedlity take things 
as they fallout. “The under-written 
Epiltie comes from a Gentleman, 
who I perceive is offended at fome ct 
my late Works. However, l/l oblige 
Enemies as well as Friends, and pub- 
lifh every Fault they alled ge againit 
me; yet Icannor but wonder how 
Men fhould be fo fickle in their 
"Tempers, as to Harter me one time 
with Praifes, and at another charge 
upon mea thoufi nd Errors, for I 
know not what. 
SIR, 
. in is a generous Proof of good 
Nature when a Man commends 
too foon; Approbation fhould wait 
* the Continuance of Merit; and 
* Praife has often made a Man fo 
* light-headed,as to forget che means 
* by which he wonirt. [| was fpeak- 
‘ing well of your Gentlencis of 
‘ Temper, as a Perfon who could 
*notonly bear Reproof, bur take 
* care tomend upon a Complaint 
* when like a crofs-grain’d Dotard as 
you are, you give the Lye to my 
Encomium; and to fhew how 
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hard itis for an old Manto conti- 
nue con snfta nt, fall headlong into the 
f Prolixity you have been juft- 
ly cenfurd tor. Your Papers om. 
rain a great many good things, 
hike the ftrewing of Pearls ui = %s ra 
Mountain of Rocks, that ts cove. 
red a Fathom deep with Stones,we 
are obliged ro yo through fucha 
heap ot Infignificancy before we 
can come atthem, thar - Hlethion 
Ils fhort of rewarding the troub! 
of our Labour. ‘Truly a arcat deal 
is good for little. unlefs it is faidto 
the purpofe An Author fhould 
kee Pi as clofe to his Subject as a 
Mar ms tO th tag weg 
Storm to previ 1 {piecing up’ ma 
Rock,and the Reader hurried from 
one digreitive Point co another, is 
like a Virgin withouc a Ciue in 
fome wild Labyrinth, where the 
wandcrs about trom one dark Al- 
ley to another, never knowing 
when fhe hits on the right Path 
or when fhe leaves it. All that I 
can per ive you mean by fome of 
+ Difes urfles, might have been 
zag fsd tar more inteiligibly in 
the thian: {t of the Columns, anda 
pleating Variety have painted the 
remaining Vacancies of your Vo- 
lume. In fhort, if you expeét to 
pleafé on, as vou did at firft, there 
lies the Rule, and it you will not 
take it as a Guide, you may thank 
your {Ulf for ir, ifone of three a- 
mong your Readers, not concetv- 
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ing what you would be at, throw 
by your Pap r with an Air of Dif 
dain ; and for fear of meeting with 
the Poifon, content them{ a s to 
lofe the Balfam of your Vifions. 
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